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This document describes the basic controls of the Simrad 
NSO® 4 multi-function display (MFD). 
For the latest version of this document and app guides, 
download the Simrad mobile app, scan the QR code®, and 
connect with your NSO®, or visit:
 www.simrad-yachting.com/downloads/nso-4. 

	¼ Note: Refer to the enclosed installation manual before you 
turn on the unit.

BASIC CONTROLS
To turn the unit on, press and hold the power key (A). A beep 
indicates the unit is powering up.
To turn the unit off, press and hold the power key, or select 
Power off from the quick access menu.
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A	 Power key
•	 Tap once to turn the unit ON.
•	 Tap and hold to turn the unit OFF.
•	 Once powered on, tap once to display the activity bar
•	 With the activity bar visible, tap once to display the 

quick access menu
B	 Touchscreen

POWER CONTROL
The NSO can control power to other devices. Power to the 
NSO can be controlled by an external switch or other units. For 
details about available power options, refer to the installation 
manual.

	¼ Note: If your MFD is controlled by an external power source, 
it can’t be powered off using the power key. Instead, pressing 
and holding the power key puts the unit in standby mode. To 
wake the unit, press the power key again.

FIRST STARTUP
When you start the unit for the first time, or when you start it 
after a factory reset, you need to complete the initial setup for 
language, country, timezone, boat network, and follow the  
on-screen prompts.

SETUP GUIDE
On the Welcome screen, select Continue device setup to 
complete the device settings. Alternatively, select the settings 
icon , located on the home screen, then select Set up guide.

	¼ Note:  Complete the setup to ensure accurate and reliable 
navigation.

QUICK ACCESS MENU
The quick access menu gives you immediate access to basic 
system settings and features. Press the power key or  to 
display the quick access menu.

	¼ Note: To hide the quick access menu, tap anywhere on the 
screen.

APPS AND STATUS BAR
An app is a program for a unique feature or function. The 
availability of some apps depends on the size of your unit and 
the hardware that is connected.
For app-specific user guides, download the Simrad app on 
your mobile device and connect it to your display unit, or visit:  
www.simrad-yachting.com/downloads/nso-4.

Select  to open the App drawer, where you can launch apps 
and access system settings. The status bar at the top of the 
screen shows live system status and alerts. 
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A	 Home — select to view the App drawer
B	 App drawer — a grid layout of all system and custom apps 
C	 Device status — displays status of connected devices such 

as radar or autopilot
D	 Alerts — select to view recent and historic system alerts
E	 Settings — select to view MFD settings
F	 System status— displays system level indicators such as 

GPS lock, controllers, and internet connection  

EMERGENCY AND MOB
Use the crew overboard (MOB) app for emergency situations. 
To activate a MOB, select the MOB icon (1) in the quick access 
menu to immediately create a MOB waypoint at your vessel’s 
current location and begin.
Alternatively, open the MOB app (2). This automatically creates 
a MOB waypoint at your vessel’s current location.
After the MOB is activated, select  and follow the on-screen 
instructions to respond to the emergency.
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	¼ Note: Select Stop Navigation to end MOB navigation. You 
can then remove the MOB.

ALERTS
The unit continuously monitors connected sensors and 
devices for alerts, system faults and environmental changes. 
Alerts display on the top left of your screen and can be 
configured by setting up rules

To view a list of all your alert messages, select  then  on 
the quick access menu.

When triggered, an alert rule generates one of the following 
message types:
•	 Alarm (red)—a message that stays on the screen until you 

mute it. If your system’s siren is on, it is also accompanied 
by an audible alarm. 

•	 Warning (amber)—a message that stays on the screen until 
you mute it.

•	 Notification (blue)—an informational message used to 
notify of a non-critical event e.g. software updates.

CONNECT TO MOBILE APP
Select Connect to Simrad app from the quick access menu to 
connect your mobile device (phone or tablet) to the unit.
Download the Simrad app from the App Store® or Google 
Play®, then scan the QR code® displayed on your MFD.
Once connected, you can use the mobile app to: 
•	 View and download app guides on your mobile device
•	 Register your display unit
•	 Subscribe to Premium charts
•	 Create your own waypoints, routes and tracks
•	 Explore points of interest (POI)
•	 Monitor marine traffic and weather
•	 Read the latest tips and tricks
•	 Download and apply software updates to the display unit

	¼ Note: An internet connection is required for most of the 
above features.
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